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A dramatic welfare novel — »Money is the only weight that lifts you.«

»A text like a machine. Breathless to read. With steely courage. Magnificent and bitter.«
Andreas Maier

At the supermarket checkout, Manfred Gruber realizes: the welfare office hasn’t transferred
his benefits. When his card payment is declined yet again, a flush of shame creeps into his
face. It's a cold, rainy April day, and without money he has no choice but to walk the long
stretch along the Austrian highway to confront the officials. He has met every requirement,
sent off every hopeless job application, endured the miserable training courses and unpaid
trial shifts. He has, damn it, fulfilled his obligation to make an effort — they can’t touch him.
But he’s wrong.

With gripping intensity, Sandra Weihs depicts the desperate struggle of a man abandoned by
the welfare system. Her razor-sharp social observations, paired with a keen humor in which
flashes of Bernhardian irony gleam through, refuse to let go of the reader — a novel that
dismantles prejudice and restores to its protagonist the one thing he desires most: dignity. An
urgent novel for our times, it looks precisely where society is quickest to avert its gaze.

Sandra Weihs, born in 1983 in Klagenfurt, studied Social Work in Vienna and now lives in
Upper Austria. In 2015, she received the Jiirgen Ponto Prize for the best German-language
debut for her novel Das grenzenlose Und (FVA, 2015). She has been awarded several
fellowships and grants, most recently the Project Grant from the Austrian Federal Ministry
for Arts, Culture, the Civil Service and Sport for her manuscript Bemiihungspflicht.
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