
 
 
 

 
	
	
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
With psychological precision and a language that shimmers like a painting, Stauffer explores the 
fragility of human relationships in a world where virtuality and reality blend into one another. 

 

»From the very first page, Verena Stauffer takes us on the love journey of an artist who, with 
every step, packs up and transforms a piece of the world. After reading, your own world will 
remain changed forever – more colorful, richer, and deeper.« Yevgeniy Breyger 

»Verena Stauffer does not shy away from taboos. The language is rich, following in a tradition 
that stretches from Charles Baudelaire to Arthur Schnitzler, Else Laske-Schüler, and the French 
writer Colette. And the novel's motifs are sophisticated and precisely interwoven. The transition 
between the analog and digital worlds is described in a reflective manner.« SWR 

Ava	is	an	artist	 living	a	precarious	existence.	She	is	trying	to	free	herself	from	an	unhappy	
relationship,	and	in	her	search	for	security	she	becomes	entangled	in	a	love	triangle	between	
a	 young,	 attractive	 doctor	 and	 the	 reality-shy	 E.	 A	 play	 of	 vibrating	 enchantment	 and	
shattering	twists	unfolds	–	of	chasing	and	being	chased,	of	fulfilment	and	withdrawal,	of	life	
and	death.	A	growing	mistrust	spreads	through	her	mind:	Who	is	the	father	of	her	child	–	is	
she	really	pregnant?	Has	her	lover	been	murdered?	She	almost	loses	herself	in	the	constant	
shifting	between	virtual	and	real	life,	finding	herself	drawn	into	a	role-playing	game,	a	virtual	
world	in	which	she	seems	to	be	fighting	against	herself.	Yet	through	her	unwavering	faith	in	
painting,	in	color,	in	friendship,	and	in	goodness,	she	creates	a	new,	grand	painting	and	senses	
that	she	had	to	experience	life	in	order	to	reconnect	with	herself	and	her	art.	
With	her	unique,	award-winning	language,	Verena	Stauffer	dives	into	the	digital	world	and	
skillfully	blurs	it	with	reality	in	unpredictable	ways.	
	
Verena	Stauffer,	born	in	1978	in	Kirchdorf	an	der	Krems,	Upper	Austria,	published	her	debut	
novel	Orchis	 in	 2018,	which	was	 nominated	 for	 the	 Alpha	 Literature	 Prize,	 the	 Hotlist	 of	
Independents,	and	the	Blogger	Debut	Prize.	She	has	twice	been	nominated	for	the	Austrian	
Book	Prize:	with	Ousia	(published	by	Kookbooks)	and	with	her	latest	poetry	collection	Kiki	
Beach.	 In	 2025	 she	 read	 at	 the	 Ingeborg	 Bachmann	 Prize	 in	 Klagenfurt	 and	 in	 2026	 she	
received	the	George	Saiko	Travel	Grant.	Stauffer	lives	in	Vienna.	
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