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Surprising and compelling until the very last page, Johann ReiBer tells the extraordinary story of
Max Duttenhofer, the beginnings of the German armaments industry, and the hopes, desires,
and abysses behind it. A gripping, multi-voiced family and epochal novel that stretches a
narrative arc from the late 19th century to the 21st.

»Max Duttenhofer’s existence has almost faded into oblivion, although he was one of the
most powerful men in the German Empire — and one of its most enigmatic.« Der Spiegel

In the Black Forest town everyone knows the cheeky Max, who would rather hang around the
old gunpowder mill than work in his parents’ pharmacy. No one suspects that this ambitious
boy will one day take over the mill and build an internationally operating corporation in just
a few years. His smokeless powder revolutionizes warfare and makes him one of the most
powerful men in the Empire, brokering deals with Bismarck and Krupp and selling his powder
all the way to Japan. Yet not everyone welcomes the social changes brought by
industrialization and nationalism. The arms race erupts into the First World War, experienced
by his illegitimate granddaughter Rosa as a worker in the gunpowder factory. Life-changing
events turn her into a fighter against militarism...

This multi-voiced historical and family novel spans the 19th to the 21st century, traversing
locations such as Rottweil, Stuttgart, Hamburg, and Berlin. Gripping to the last page, it follows
the drive for acceleration and expansion in modernity and its transformation into destruction
and violence, revealing the growing social divides, mounting tensions, and political
radicalization.

Johann Reifler, born in 1979 in Regensburg, earned his doctorate with a thesis on
archaeology and sampling in poetry. He has performed pieces in German- and English-
speaking countries, and in 2010 received the jury prize at the 100 Grad Theater Festival in
Berlin. He received the Berlin Senate Scholarship for the manuscript of his debut novel Pulver.
Reifder teaches philosophy and creative writing and lives in Berlin.
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