
 
 

 
 
	
	

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
An escape, an unequal friendship, a betrayal – an intense, original novel about global issues, 
where its light-footed prose and witty charm make it all the clearer: simple answers can’t be 
trusted. 
 
»A novel about friendship, trust, and the honest examination of one’s own motives. This story 
stayed with me for a long time after I finished reading it.« Laura Beck, Bayerischer Rundfunk 
 
»An invigorating debut with precise, incisive dialogue that masterfully illuminates the 
complexity of human relationships.« Demian Lienhard 
 
 
Tom	 and	 Farid	 play	 table	 tennis,	 ride	 skateboards,	 swim	 in	 the	 Isar:	 They	 are	 friends.	
At	the	beginning	of	their	friendship	was	a	mentorship,	which	Tom,	a	PhD	student	in	physics,	
had	 taken	 on	 for	 sixteen-year-old	 Farid,	who	 had	 fled	 from	Quetta.	 Together	with	 Laura,	
Tom’s	girlfriend,	 they	 form	an	unusual	 trio	–	until	Farid	makes	a	 risky	decision.	Amid	 the	
unfolding	events,	Tom	is	confronted	with	questions:	about	Laura's	supposed	loyalty,	his	own	
feelings	 and	 aspirations,	 and,	 not	 least,	 about	 Farid’s	 silence	 regarding	 the	 harrowing	
experiences	of	his	flight.	
	
In	his	debut	novel,	Christian	Mitzenmacher	not	only	approaches	major	social	issues	like	flight	
and	 the	 treatment	 of	 refugees,	 but	 he	 also	 tackles	 the	 problem	 of	 how,	 and	 from	 which	
perspective,	these	topics	can	be	told.	He	doesn’t	offer	simple	answers,	but	instead	presents	a	
tapestry	 of	 incisive	 questions,	 unexpected	 twists,	 unforgettable	 characters,	 and	 clever	
dialogue,	all	wrapped	in	a	surprisingly	light,	often	even	humorous	prose.	
	
	
	
Christian	 Mitzenmacher	 was	 born	 in	 1986	 and	 grew	 up	 in	 Bad	 Buchau,	 Germany.	 A	
mathematician	by	training,	he	conducted	research	at	the	Technical	University	of	Munich	and	
at	the	M.I.T.	in	Cambridge,	earning	his	doctorate	in	Operations	Research.	He	was	a	fellow	of	
the	Bavarian	Academy	of	Writing	 (2014),	 a	 finalist	 at	 the	24th	 ›open	mike‹	 (2016),	 and	a	
fellow	of	the	Prose	Workshop	of	the	Literarisches	Colloquium	Berlin	(2019).	He	lives	in	Berlin.	
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