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»Sophia Klink writes about majestic bears and volcanoes, but she also writes about a nature that
is invisible to the naked eye, about plankton, proteins, hormones, and she finds a visually powerful
language for it.« Marion Poschmann

»Sophia Klink's language is like a microscope that magnifies and sharpens the connections in life.
Anyone who has read this book will see the world and its delicate, endangered riches in a different
light.« Isabelle Lehn

»A compelling, evocative debut novel« New Books in German

Anna, a biologist at the Russian research station on Kurile Lake in Kamchatka, spends her
summers studying salmon, phytoplankton, and water samples amidst volcanoes and bears. With
climate change endangering the salmon population, her team must decide whether to add
phosphate fertilizers to the lake. Although Anna cherishes the beauty of Kurilskoye and its
people, including Vova, Yulia, and her boss Feodor, she fears that human intervention may
disrupt the delicate balance of nature. Yet, without action, the lake will never be the same. As the
summer ends, they must make their choice.

In Sophia Klink’s debut novel, the rational language of science is overlaid with an emotionally
charged observation of nature - a poetic lens through which the microsystem of Kurile Lake
appears magnified, and the global phenomenon of climate change becomes tangible. Thanks to
Klink’s perception-shaping language and psychologically compelling character dynamics, Kurile
Lakeis aliterary adventure, a captivating example of nature writing that sharpens our awareness
of the threats facing our planet, the ambivalence of science and the beauty of nature.

Sophia Klink (b. 1993, Munich) studied biology and wrote her doctoral thesis on the symbiosis
between bacteria and plants. Her nature writing was awarded the Wolfgang Weyrauch
Advancement Award and has been supported through fellowships from the British Council and
the Foundation for Art and Nature. Klink has been a finalist of ‘open mike’ and a fellow at the
Roger Willemsen Foundation, the Adalbert Stifter Association and Villa Sarkia in Finland. An
extract from her novel Kurile Lake was shortlisted for the W. G. Sebald Prize.
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