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»Beyond its psychological depth, the novel serves as a powerful allegory for German
reunification. Hauser, whose previous work was nominated for the German Book Prize,
expertly captures the psychological mood, rather than just the physical or economic transition
of the former East. (...) a sophisticated, demanding, and rewarding work.«
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»This is a book about violence and motherhood, devotion and humiliation.
Franziska Hauser gently places a girl growing into a woman among it all = | am
allowed to grow and heal with Irma.« Maren Wurster

Having fled to the city to escape her mother, young Irma finds herself stranded outside a
theatre. That she might soon stand on its stage is something she never dared to hope for. Life
backstage is exhilarating, sometimes glamorous, yet the theatre’s microcosm uncannily
resembles the alternative communal settlement in which Irma grew up without a father.
There is the celebrated actress Blanda, Helene, who takes Irma in, and the eccentric director
Taron Capla, who offers her a life-changing opportunity.

As Irma stumbles through the dramas on and behind the stage, memories begin to catch up
with her. The most painful are those of her mother: her warmth, her radiance, and her cold
contempt. When Irma starts delivering her lines the way her mother once spoke, she is met
with applause from all sides. And yet it becomes clear that she can no longer go on merely
performing her life. To survive, she must break the spell.

With sharp wit and emotional clarity, Franziska Hauser writes about what binds and repels
mothers and daughters, individuals and communities, freedom and dependency - and about
the beautiful and terrible small things in between. At the End of Small Things is a novel about
wounds that never fully heal, and about the quiet miracles that nonetheless occur.

Franziska Hauser was born in Berlin-Pankow in 1975. She studied at the Weifdensee
Academy of Art and Design and at Ostkreuz School of Photography. Her debut novel
Sommerdreieck was followed by Die Gewitterschwimmerin (2018), which was shortlisted for
the German Book Prize. After Die Glasschwestern and Keine von ihnen, she co-edited the widely
acclaimed anthology Ost*West*frau* (FVA, spring 2025) together with Maren Wurster.
Franziska Hauser has two children and lives partly in Berlin.
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