
 

 

 
 
 

 
»We have a new heroine of German contemporary literature.« Deutschlandradio Kultur 

»Nino Haratischwili’s My Gentle Twin is full of life and zappy, authentic and to the point.« Welt Online 

»A love affair like a suicide commando. A book like a gathering place for the world’s tears, with so 
much courage for sentimentality.« KulturSpiegel 

 
An intriguing love story between a man and a woman who can impossibly love each other ... 
 
... due to a stroke of fate that binds them together like brother and sister. A narrative about two people 
who can only assert their identities by being with each other and who nevertheless attempt to forge 
their own paths. With My Gentle Twin, Nino Haratischwili presents a novel that combines both her 
dramatic and narrative skills with a language that is pervaded by Georgian passion und images. 
Ivo and Stella have been chained to each other since early childhood by a common fate and a 
passionate but destructive love. Each of their attempts to live without each other, to escape the vicious 
circle of their wild erotic encounters and quarrels filled with hatred, fails. »My Gentle Twin« narrates 
the story of this big love relationship and fatal passion. Step by step and layer by layer, a dire family 
drama is unveiled that forever binds Stella and Ivo together. 
 
My Gentle Twin displays a powerful, yet melancholic voice that is grave like the autumnal sea. With a 
sharp eye it captures the abysses and imponderabilities of human nature and tells a shattering family 
drama of a lost childhood and a great love that has no place in this world. 
 

 
Born in Tbilisi in 1983, Nino Haratischwili is an award-winning novelist, playwright, and theatre 
director. She writes in German and is among the most acclaimed and widely-read authors of 
contemporary German literature. Her third novel, The Eighth Life (for Brilka) (FVA 2014), was 
translated into thirty languages and became an international bestseller. It won the Warwick Prize for 
Women in Translation, the Anna Seghers Prize, and the Bertolt Brecht Prize, and was longlisted for the 
International Booker Prize in 2020. The Lack of Light (FVA 2022) is her most recent novel. 
Haratischwili lives in Berlin. 
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