
 

 

 
 

Speeches and essays by the bestselling author: Poetic and powerful speeches and essays 
on freedom, values, and democracy in troubled times 
 
»Europe, we are bleeding. We can't take it anymore. We can either continue to wage 
war or we can stand on the barricades and try with our last ounce of strength to defend 
what you have taught us: democracy, freedom, dignity, and life itself.« 
 
Nino Haratischwili — internationally acclaimed bestselling author and theater maker — is not 
only one of the most important literary voices in German-language literature, she is also one of 
the most important political German-language authors of our time. Our era is currently 
marked by political aggression and a social climate of hatred, upheaval, and concrete threats of 
war. The author has been fighting for years against the acute threat to freedom posed by 
Putin's imperialism. What happened in Ukraine must not be repeated – in Georgia, this fear 
has become a daily reality. This is one of the themes addressed in the texts and speeches 
collected here, which are emotional and personal, explosive and political, written in the 
unmistakably poetic and powerful language that has become Nino Haratischwili's trademark. 
 

»Anyone who wants to better understand our international conflicts, which 
are currently being played out again in Eastern Europe, should read Nino 
Haratischwili.« DIE ZEIT 

 

Born in Tbilisi in 1983, Nino Haratischwili is an award-winning novelist, playwright, and theatre 
director. She writes in German and is among the most acclaimed and widely-read authors of 
contemporary German literature. Her third novel, The Eighth Life (for Brilka) (FVA 2014), was 
translated into thirty languages and became an international bestseller. It won the Warwick Prize for 
Women in Translation, the Anna Seghers Prize, and the Bertolt Brecht Prize, and was longlisted for 
the International Booker Prize in 2020. The Lack of Light (FVA 2022) is her most recent novel. 
Haratischwili lives in Berlin. 

 

 

 

Europa, wach auf! 
Texte und Reden 
German 
Released: 2025 
Rights held: World Rights 
 
 

EUROPE, WAKE UP! 
SPEECHES AND ESSAYS 
BY NINO HARATISCHWILI 

Nino Haratischwili during her »Speech On Democracy« in Leipzig, October 2025  
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