
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alexander Orlov, a Russian oligarch known to everyone as »The General«, has started a new life 
in Berlin. But he cannot escape the memories of his service in the First Chechen War. The 
darkest of these memories is that of the most gruesome of all nights, after which nothing 
remained of the young Chechen woman Nura but a great unavenged debt. The time for 
reckoning has come. 
  
After her internationally celebrated epic novel The Eighth Life (for Brilka), Nino Haratischwili 
has once again turned towards the abyss that lies beneath the rubble left behind by the 
crumbling of the Soviet Union. The Cat and the General is a suspenseful, psychologically 
profound novel of guilt and atonement about war in countries and in minds, about the longing 
for peace and redemption. Like a Rubik's cube, the fates of the characters twist and turn around 
a hidden axis of love and guilt. They are all part of a deadly game in which they collide with the 
force of a classical tragedy. 
  

Born in Tbilisi in 1983, Nino Haratischwili is an award-winning novelist, playwright, and 
theatre director. She writes in German and is among the most acclaimed and widely-read 
authors of contemporary German literature. Her third novel, The Eighth Life (for Brilka) (FVA 
2014), was translated into thirty languages and became an international bestseller. It won the 
Warwick Prize for Women in Translation, the Anna Seghers Prize, and the Bertolt Brecht Prize, 
and was longlisted for the International Booker Prize in 2020. The Lack of Light (FVA 2022) is 
her most recent novel. Haratischwili lives in Berlin. 
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Rights sold to: 
Czech Republic (Host) 
France (Belfond & 10/18) 
Georgia (Intelekti) 
Hungary (Európa) 
Italy (Marsilio)  
Netherlands (Meridiaan) 
Poland (Otwarte) 
Spanish world rights (Alfaguara) 
 
 

»Every sentence here attests to the joy of storytelling. From the first page, the reader is right in the 
middle of this novel of guilt and atonement, feverishly following the general’s plan for revenge. 
Narrative threads full of questions run below the novel’s thriller-like surface: What effect does the 
›toxic past‹ have on the present? Are wars never over? ... everything is told with powerful imagery 
and sensuousness: Great cinema!« Shortlist German Book Prize 2018 – Jury evaluation 

 

 

W W W . F V A . D E  

The INTERNATIONALLY BESTSELLING and PRIZEWINNING 
AUTHOR of the EPIC FAMILY SAGA »THE EIGHTH LIFE (FOR 
BRILKA)«, over 1.5 million copies sold worldwide, major 
international series in preparation 
 


