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»Nino Haratischwili has proved herself as one of the most interesting and original
writers of her generation«, New Books in German, US Jury Pick

»Heart-stopping, sublime. (...) The book concludes with a devastatingly brilliant
announcement of hope.« The New York Times

»Harrowing, heartening and utterly engrossing epic novel.« The Guardian

»The Eighth Life (For Brilka)« is an epic family saga beginning with the Russian
Revolution and swirling across a century, encompassing war, loss, love, ghosts, joy,
massacres, tragedy — and a secret recipe for hot chocolate, which gives both
salvation and misfortune over six generations.

At the start of the twentieth century, on the edge of the Russian empire, a family
prospers. It owes its success to a delicious chocolate recipe, passed down the
generations with great solemnity and caution. A caution which is justified: this is
a recipe for ecstasy that carries a very bitter aftertaste...

Stasia learns it from her Georgian father and takes it north to St. Petersburg with
her husband Simon, at the center of the Russian Revolution. This is just the first
of a series of grand, doomed romances that sweeten and sour the epic tale of the
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red century. Across years and distances, generation after generation hears echoes and sees reflections. A
ballet dancer never reaches Paris, a singer longs for Vienna. Great characters and relationships come and
go, the world shakes, and the reader savors a classic where you live, learn, be lost and found, and make

lasting new friends.

Born in Thbilisi in 1983, Nino Haratischwili is an award-winning novelist, playwright, and theatre
director. She writes in German and is among the most acclaimed and widely-read authors of
contemporary German literature. Her third novel, The Eighth Life (for Brilka) (FVA 2014), was
translated into thirty languages and became an international bestseller. It won the Warwick Prize for
Women in Translation, the Anna Seghers Prize, and the Bertolt Brecht Prize, and was longlisted for the
International Booker Prize in 2020. The Lack of Light (FV A 2022) is her most recent novel. Haratischwili

lives in Berlin.

WWW.FVA.DE



